APRIL 2011 NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents/Guardians,
We trust you all enjoyed the recent spell of good weather . Our prayers were well and truly answered when  the sun continued to shine on Sunday 27th March , Confirmation Day – the  day the boys and girls of 6th class  received the Holy Spirit. They had a fabulous day and were a credit to their families and their school. By all accounts they had a great evening celebrating their sacrament also! A big CONGRATULATIONS to all of you. And  a big thanks to Mr. Dooley for all his hard work.
There are a few more items of good news we’d like to share with you:

The Lunch-Time Football League  is in full flow with pupils from 4th – 6th participating. This league will continue to run for the rest of the school year.
Girls’ and Boys’ “Go-Games “ will commence next week in Ardee , starting with a day of blitzes for the girls on the 8th April .
Be Active continues to be a great success. First class would like to thank Ms. O’Hare,  Mr. Dooley and all parent volunteers : Barbara Delaney, Jeanine Carroll , Paula Breslin, Claire O’Boyle , Louise Hoey, Vanessa Mc Cabe and Martin and Claudelle Mc Cague This has helped them to be active and fit , to learn new skills and most of all , to have great fun. Barbara and Angela attended the launch of   Be Acitve in Drumcondra on 22nd March.

2nd and 4th classes are participating in the Primary School Skipathon  on Friday  8th April . They will be having lots of fun while raising money for the Irish Heart Foundation.  They have been practising very hard for this event!

3rd class participated in the Lidl Fit Factor campaign for the month of March. During this time they exercised for 10 mins every day and learned about healthy eating. They also sent away pictures , poems and collages of all their hard work.
The Food Dudes programme started on Wednesday 9th March to encourage the children to eat and enjoy a healthy amount of fruit and vegetables . Phase one has been successfully completed. In phase 2 , which starts next week ,the children will be given little containers and asked to bring in their own fruit and vegetables. Your help and support in this will be greatly appreciated. A special mention to Ms. O’Callaghan’s Senior Infants who made lovely fruit and vegetable prints as a follow-up activity.
Tin Whistle lessons , which were organised and sponsored by the Parents Association have been a great success so far . The children are enjoying the lessons and are very proud to be able to play their first tune “Mary had a Little Lamb.”

All the classes enjoyed and benefitted from the R.S.A. Road Safety workshops that were held in the Ardee Community Centre last month .For the boys and girls in Junior Infants this was a special occasion as it was their very first school trip !
This was followed by a talk on Seat Belt Safety which all classes really enjoyed. They learned from the demonstration the importance of wearing seat belts. So look out for and listen to the newly appointed Seat Belt Sheriffs !
All the children enjoyed the talk on Dental Care.  For 4th class it was a reminder of what they had  learnt  in Science class while 3rd class followed up by making their own clay models of teeth.

5th and 6th classes have been working very hard at their French Lessons .They have covered such topics as Sport, The Family, Numbers, Colours and The Countries of Europe. Ms Baylon would like to say Felicitations – Well done to all !
We would like to sincerely thank the Parents Association who has been of great assistance in providing this wide range of initiatives. By all accounts there could be a few more in the pipeline before the end of June ! 
And now for some individual achievements: Congratulations to
-Kian Leavy (3rd ) who won 2 gold medals at the Cross Country Championships U-10.

-Danny O’ Brien (3rd ) who  also won a gold medal at the Cross Country Championships U-11
-Aaron Keenan  (4th) who was a member of the badminton team that won the U-11 championship in Co. Louth

-Joe O’Brien and Ciaran Mc Cartney (Ms O’Hare’s S.I)who won medals and trophies for running in Gormanstown for Ardee Athletic Club
We would like to wish good luck to:
-Our Ardee rugby players who are playing at half time in the Aviva, Leinster against Leicester Tigers, quarter final of the Heineken Cup. This includes Deltin McCague, Taylor Diamond, Colm Murphy and Marc Levins.
-Euan Woodlock and Phoenix Williams (4th) who will be playing in the   U-10 Leinster rugby  final in Armagh next week.
An important  item for your attention: 

We have  been asked to clarify the situation regarding assembly in the morning.

School playtime / recreational time takes place at the 11am – 11.10am break and the 12.30-1.00 lunchtime break when it can be done in a safe way.

Assembly in the morning is a different matter entirely. The official time for the start of the school day is 9.20 when the bell rings. Children arriving before this time are sharing the yard with parents , toddlers , pregnant mums, babies in arms, babies in buggies etc .Keeping in mind  also the present large number of children and  the corresponding number of school bags lined up , it would neither be practical nor safe to allow chasing or running games.  Therefore, for health/  safety reasons and with the B.o.M’s approval, children are requested to assemble in their lines.
We would ask you to remind the children of this and as always we greatly appreciate your co-operation in this matter.

Finally!

Just a reminder that the office is always manned during school time so should you have any concerns about your child please do not hesitate to contact us . 

Kind Regards,
 Nuala McKitterick (Acting Deputy Principal)
P.S.  
As of  this morning – watch out Hector!!!
We could have a radio broadcaster in the making. Well done Taylor Diamond

(5th class)
